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How Kissinger Did It

BEHIND THE VIEETNAM

CEASE JFER A(H%T IERMIENT

by Tad S/ulc

For Americans, the long war is over. For
many, it is something to be forgotten, buried,

. pushed aside. But for others, it (s not. A num-

ber of recent books, as well as the Pentagon
Papers, have shed light on how we got into
the war and how we conducted it.

Much less is known, however, about how
we got out. A cloak of secrecy mixed with
ambiguity has covered much of Henry Kis-
singer’s remarkable negotiations. Even the
most careful observers, even people who parc-
ticipated in portions of the multifaceted ne-
gotiations themselves, had trouble following
them over their long and tortuous course,
which involved not only the North Viet-
namese, but also the Russians, the Chinese,
the South Vietnamese, and the U.S. govern-
ment. :

Tad Szulc presents here the most com-
plete account yet assembled of the compli-

cated events that culminated in the signing

of the Pacis cease-five agreements in January
of last year. He also goes fucther, conclud-
ing his article with an fnsight into the pos-
sibilities and pitfalls left by the agreements
themselves, a subject made all the more rel-
evant by the continuing debate over Amer-
ican assistance to the Indochinese states.

Some of the material that follows has

been public for some time. The rest of it is
based on new information pieced together
by Szulc from ¢ wide variety of sources in

Washington, Pacis, and elszwhere, in the -

course of research he is conducting for a ma-
jor new book on the foreign policy of Rich-
ard Nixon and Henry Kissinger (to be pub-
lished by The Viking Press late this year).
His acticle—the longest we have ever pub-
lished—provides an unprecedented -insight
into how American military disengagement
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